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3. (Amended) A method according to clairn# further comprising binding the buyer to the 

conditional purchase offer. 

I 

4. (Amended) A method according to claim/5 , further comprising notifying the buyer that 
the conditional purchase offer will not be satisfied. 




s%\ ^Amended) An allocation method in a buyer-driven system comprising: 



determiruhg which of at least two sellers could satisfy a conditional purchase offer; 




identifying one of the at least two sellers as a priority seller; and 



r \ j^v providing the priority seller\ith a first look opportunity to satisfy a conditional purchase 

offer. 

"6. (Amended) A method according to claim^, wherein one of the at least two sellers is an 
agency-based seller. 

It I 

/t\ (Amended) A method according to claim-^ wherein one of the at least two sellers is a 
broadcast-based seller. 

^5. (Amended) A method according to claim^, wherein the conditional purchase offer is a 
binding conditional purchase offer. 
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(Amended) An allocation method in a buyer-driven system comprising: 



identifying one of at least two sellers as a priority seller, wherein identifying one of at 
least two sellers as a priority seller includes: determining a number of first look opportunities due 
to the at least twa sellers; determining a number of first look opportunities given to the at least 
two sellers; and identifying one of the at least two sellers with the largest deficiency between 
opportunities given anM opportunities due as the priority seller; and 

providing the priority seller with a first look opportunity to satisfy a conditional purchase 

offer. 

(Amended) An allocation method in a buyer-driven system comprising: 
identifying one of at least two tellers as a priority seller, wherein identifying one of at 
least two sellers as a priority seller includes: determining a percentage of first look opportunities 
due to the at least two sellers based on an adjusted market share; determining a percentage of first 
look opportunities given to the at least two sellers; and identifying one of the at least two sellers 
with the largest deficiency between percentage oV first look opportunities given and percentage of 
first look opportunities due as the priority seller; anC 



providing the priority seller with a first look opponunity to satisfy a conditional purchase 



offer. 



H . (Amended) A method according to claim y, wherein identifying one of at least two 



sellers as a priority seller includes: 
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assigning a random number to each of the at least two sellers; and 
using the random numbers to identify the priority seller. 

lended) An allocation method in a buyer-driven system comprising: 



identifying one of at least two sellers as a priority seller, wherein identifying one of at 
least two sellers as a Priority seller includes: determining a market share for each of the at least 
two sellers; and identifyingsone of the sellers having the largest market share that could also 
satisfy the conditional purchase\ffer as the priority seller; and 



providing the priority seller with aSfirst look opportunity to satisfy a conditional purchase 



offer. 



q. i 

JA. (Amended) A method according to claim wherein identifying one of at least two sellers 

as a priority seller further includes: 

determining a buyer preference metric for each of the at least two sellers; and 

using the buyer preference metric to identify one of the at least two sellers as the priority 

seller. 

(Amended) A method according to claimX wherein identifying one of at least two sellers 
as a priority seller further includes providing an advantage to one of the at least two sellers. 

(Amended) A method according to clairn^ , further comprising: 

4 
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determining whether more than one seller price will satisfy the conditional purchase offer; and 
selecting the highest seller price. 

\ ft (Amended) A method according to claim^, further comprising: 

, (\ yv determining whether there are other sellers that could satisfy the conditional purchase offer; and 
performing a low price search of the other sellers. 



4£> 

(Amended) A system according to claim^ , further comprising means for providing 
another of the at least two sellers with a second look opportunity to satisfy the conditional 
purchase offer. 

(81. 95 

3ft. (Amended) A system according to claim^, further comprising means for binding the 
buyer to the conditional purchase offer. 

(Amended) A system according to claim^, further comprising means for notifying the 
buyer that the conditional purchase offer will not be satisfied. 

lended) A system for allocation in a buyer-driven system comprising: 

Ou 

means^ determining which of at least two sellers could satisfy^conditional purchase 





offer/ 

means for identifying one of the at least two sellers as a priority seller; and 
means for providing tn^priority seller with a first look opportunity to satisfy a 
conditional purchase offer. 

626148 vl 



PATENT 



A „£. Docket No.: 3553-4018 

(Amended) A system according to claim wherein one of the at least two sellers is an 

agency-based seller. 

J$. (Amended) A system according to claim 32f, wherein one of the at least two sellers is a 
broadcast-based seller. 

31- 

2%. (Amended) A system according to claim ^a, wherein the conditional purchase offer is a 
binding conditional purchase offer. 

(Ascended) A system for allocation in a buyer-driven system comprising: 



means for Identifying one of at least two sellers as a priority seller, wherein means for 
identifying one of at le^st two sellers as a priority seller includes: means for determining a 
number of first look opportunities due to the at least two sellers; means for determining a number 
of first look opportunities givento the at least two sellers; and means for identifying one of the at 
least two sellers with the largest deficiency between opportunities given and opportunities due as 
the priority seller; and 




means for providing the priority seller with\first look opportunity to satisfy a 
conditional purchase offer. 

Jfl. (Amended) A system for allocation in a buyer-driven system comprising: 

means for identifying one of at least two sellers as a priority s&ter, wherein means for 
identifying one of at least two sellers as a priority seller includes: means forH^termining a 
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/jjSP percentage of first look opportunities due to the at least two sellers based on an adjusted market 
share; m^ns for determining a percentage of first look opportunities given to the at least two 
sellers; and nWns for identifying one of the at least two sellers with the largest deficiency 
between percentage of first look opportunities given and percentage of first look opportunities 
due as the priority selleiv and 

means for providing the p^ority seller with a first look opportunity to satisfy a 
conditional purchase offer. 




5 



2%. (Amended) A system according to claim 3^ wherein means for identifying one of at least 

two sellers as a priority seller includes: 

means for assigning a random number to each of the at least two sellers; and 
means for using the random numbers to identify the priority seller. 



% 



lended) A system for allocation in a buyer-driven system comprising: 



means fwidentifying one of at least two sellers as a priority seller, wherein means for 
identifying one of atWst two sellers as a priority seller includes: means for determining a 
market share for each of tftQ at least two sellers; and means for identifying one of the sellers 
having the largest market sharevthat could also satisfy the conditional purchase offer as the 
priority seller; and 
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means foi providing the priority seller with a first look opportunity to satisfy a 
conditional purchase offer. 




0> 




^0. (Amended) A system according to claim j2 , wherein means for identifying one of at 

least two sellers as a priority seller further includes: 

means for determining a buyer preference metric for each of the at least two sellers; and 
means for using the buyer preference metric to identify one of the at least two sellers as 

the priority seller. 

Jn. (Amended) A system according to claim^z , wherein means for identifying one of at 
least two sellers as a priority seller further includes means for providing an advantage to one of 
the at least two sellers. 





(Amended) A system according to claim / 5z7 further comprising: 
means for determining whether more than one seller price will satisfy the conditional 
purchase offer; and 

means for selecting the highest seller price. 



^43. (Amended) A svstem according to claim 32;, fu 



(Amended) A system according to claim ^ further comprising: 
means for determining whether there are other sellers that could satisfy the conditional 
purchase offer; and 

means for performing a low price search of the other sellers. 
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